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Studying Virtual Math Teams

Studying Virtual Math Teams centers on detailed empirical studies of how students in
small online groups make sense of math issues and how they solve problems by mak-
ing meaning together. These studies are woven together with materials that describe
the online environment and pedagogical orientation, as well as reflections on the the-
oretical implications of the findings in the studies. The nature of group cognition and
shared meaning making in collaborative learning is a foundational research issue in
CSCL. More generally, the theme of sense making is a central topic in information sci-
ence. While many authors allude to these topics, few have provided this kind of detailed
analysis of the mechanisms of intersubjective meaning making. This book presents a
coherent research agenda that has been pursued by the author and his research group.
The book opens with descriptions of the project and its methodology, as well as sit-
uating this research in the past and present context of the CSCL research field. The
core research team then presents five concrete analyses of group interactions in dif-
ferent phases of the Virtual Math Teams research project. These chapters are fol-
lowed by several studies by international collaborators, discussing the... more on http://
springer.com/978-1-4419-0227-6

����Offers comprehensive theoretical framework of CSCL field����Offers an extended
research agenda����Brings together previously fragmented literature
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